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Professor Edward Lee Thorndike's name connected with the study- 
on Ventilation in Relation to Mental Work will add weight to the radical 
conclusion based upon the scientific tests described in this monograph. 
The summary and interpretations are made by Professor Thorndike. 
He says: "With the forms of work and lengths of periods used, we find 
that when an individual is urged to do his best he does as much, and does 
it as well, and improves as rapidly in a hot, humid, stale, and stagnant 
air condition as in an optimum condition." And again: " Given x units 
of mental product to be produced in a year and assuming that the 
opportunities for recreation are equally attractive in all months, it seems 
possible that the slackening of mental work in the hot months might be 

of little or no use On the whole, then, the experiences of daily 

life may conceivably be entirely consistent with the absence of any effect 
of bad air upon the ability to do mental work, and with the absence of any 
effect of a 68° to 75° temperature difference upon the readiness to do 
mental work." 

If Professor Thorndike's interpretations of these studies are verified 
by further studies, there should follow some radical changes in the 
present standards used in ventilation of school buildings. 

Edwin L. Holton 

Kansas State Agricultural College 



The Function of Socialization in Social Evolution. By Ernest W. 
Burgess. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1916. 
Pp. vii+237. 

By "socialization" is meant the development of individuality in 
association, in so far as individuality is a social product. It means 
"participation of the individual in the spirit and purpose, knowledge 
and methods, decision and action of the group." The thesis of the book 
is that society produces individuals who participate more or less com- 
pletely in a social life that is more or less elevated and fit for continuance 
and further progress, and that upon the degree and type of the socializa- 
tion which a society produces in its' members, as individuals, chiefly 
depends the further progress or decline of the society, as a society. 
Socialization does not mean merely, nor even mainly, that participation 
in the intellectual tradition of society which Ward so effectively empha- 
sized, but it means also, and even more, participation in the ethical 
tradition, of valuations and modes of co-operative endeavor. 

The volume is divided into three parts. Part I discusses the effects 
of socialization upon discovery and invention, upon the welcoming or 
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rejection, the conservation and accumulation, and the origination of new 
elements of thought, valuation, and method. Part II discusses the 
effects of socialization upon social progress in general. It divides social 
progress into three stages : the kinship stage; the personal stage — feudal 
type and town type; and the impersonal stage, in which "not only are 
impersonal relations substituted for personal relations, but the whole 
personality no longer functions in industry"; labor is treated like a 
commodity and society as it touches the individual embodies itself in the 
impersonal "authority," in the editorial "we," in ties of "impersonal 
interest," and in fashion and public opinion against which individual 
protest is futile, and in which individual self-confidence is often weakened 
and the universe itself becomes, not the realm of personal providence, 
but of an impersonal natural mechanism. Part III discusses the r61e of 
socialization in personal development. 

In giving primacy to socialization as the determinant of social evolu- 
tion, especially in its higher stages, the author does not ignore the exist- 
ence of geographic, economic, and biologic causes. Though he has eyes 
for limitations and obstacles, he is, on the whole, eminently hopeful. He 
believes that we are evolving an order to be characterized by "economic 
security and realized democracy" in which "competition will be raised 
from the economic to the intellectual plane" (p. 201) and that already 
the amount and dissemination of our knowledge has outrun its practical 
utilization. Socialization is the dominant condition of further progress, 
and the socializing of the individual includes this: "that he consciously 
shapes his aims and purposes to harmonize with the promotion of the 
co-ordinated welfare of all members of society." 

The book contains thinking that is independant and vigorous; it is 
at once historical and practical, and it sets forth a phase of social wisdom 
which deserves to be thus lifted into prominence. 

Edward C. Hayes 

University of Illinois 



The Iowa State Federation of Labor. By Loein Stuckey. Iowa 
City: The University of Iowa. Pp. 147. 

This doctoral dissertation, in the preface suggests the state as the 
unit of investigation of the organized labor movement in America and 
anticipates " that a series of monographs will yet be written on organized 
labor in the several commonwealths." 

The book is divided into five chapters preceded by an introduction 
dealing with "Knights of Labor" and "Trade Unionism to 1893." The 



